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"Owd Bummy" Dootson (John b1777)
Extracts from piece written by Simeon Dyson and contributed by Marjorie Pollard

There are many yet who remember John Dootson, better known as"Owd Bummy",who up to
1863 resided at High Stile Fold.

He was born at Dover Castle on the 23rd August,1777. His father was a soldier in the 18th
Foot, and took part in the American War, being present at the battle of Bunker's Hill.

He obtained his discharge from the Army, retiring with a pension, and came to reside at High
Stile when John was six years of age.

Though the house underwent many alterations, he continued to reside in it until its dilapidated
condition excited the fears of those about him, and after living in "the fowt" for more than
eighty years, John went to a grand-daughter's in Old Hall Street.

Considering his age he being in his 90th year, his health was very good and his memory
remarkably fresh. The tales of his boyhood days and his personal recollections of the state of
Farnworth and Kearsley 70 or 80 years ago were full of interest. He used to say he could
stand in the fold and see all over the moor at once. The whole of this locality he said, was one
vast piece of waste land, mostly covered with rushes, with here and there a hut built of clay
and straw and"radling".

[.]

John's grandfather erected the original Blackhorse Inn, or rather a building which stood on
the same site, or a little further back. It was called the Sun Public House, and the lower end
served as a kitchen to the present Black Horse premises for many years.

[.]

Dootson's father once received a letter from his brother, a soldier in Egypt, which cost him
several shillings to release.

[.]

In a prayer book which old John possessed was written all the names of his family for more
than a hundred years back and the dates on which they were born. On a blank page of the
book was the following inscription "book was sent by |zabel Dootson as a present to John
Dootson in the year 1762". John was a soldier laying in Dublin, Ireland, and father to the John
referred to in this article, and Izabel was his grandmother.

Through most of his long life John was a hand loom weaver, but the latter portion of his life
was spent as a weaver on power looms.
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Evangelist 16/8/1864 Hannah Hutchinson in 1864 at Green, near Hyde) show Daniel and Mary Ann
Sarah Martha Isabella Joseph Joseph baptised at St John the Evangelist, Thomas Ambleton Ellen SBIN N0 Evangeh;t, ek 62. ngghton (EEEm IREEGl, [DIEe,
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1841: William, Lois and "Heber" Doodson at Water Street, Heaton Norris,
Stockport, with Joseph Kennerley (b.1837)
1851: (unable to trace copy of census return) William, Lois, Eber, Elizabeth,

Joseph and William at Manchester Road, Kearsley. William b1813 and Eber -

1861: William b1813 living with John b1777, described as son and father. At High

Congelton Stile Fold, Kearsley. William jnr - tailor. Also listed John Thomason (see Nancy’s
children) described as John's grandson.
Lois 1871: William b1813 and William b1777 at Manchester Road, Kearsley. William jnr
m. 1845 Kennerley - tailor
Stockport %Ssl;nhﬁiﬁ) 1879: William went to USA and lived with John Thomason and his family in NY(see
;1. Bolton 1880 US census)
1881: William b1813 at 10 Thomas Street, Kearsley with Crossley family (see
Isablella’s (b.1833, Joseph and Mary’s daughter) marriage), described as "uncle"
1861: William living with Elizabeth
| (described as sister) (now Mather) and
1 family at Reed Street, Farnworth
: 1871/1881: William and family at 16
| Harrowby St, Farnworth. William - engineer
1 at cotton mill
: 1891: William and family at 30 Albert Road,
! Farnworth
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(1864 - ?) with Harriet's mother and (1867-?)  ——  piion (1865 - ?)
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mistress
1911: Joseph and family at 1939: Norman and
624 Manchester Road, Bolton. Jessie living in
Joseph - school attendance Maidstone, Kent
officer N .
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